Digital Printing on Magnetic Roll Substrate Makes it Easy
For Wilsons Leather to Replace its In-Store Displays Quickly

Graphic Systems Picks Durst Rho 351R for Image Quality, Media Handling

Minneapolis, Minnesota, August 28, 2008 - Advances in large-format commercial imaging
technology must address a range of factors — from image quality to the user interface, from
media handling to print speed — to satisfy an increasingly sophisticated customer and an
increasingly demanding market. With the right printer, a commercial imager can take on the

most challenging and creative new applications.

For example, when national U.S. retailer Wilsons Leather needed dramatic wall-sized in-store
images that could be changed quickly and easily to reflect seasonal changes in its product line,
Graphic Systems of Minneapolis matched an innovative new magnetic-receptive media with its

Durst Rho 351R UV inkjet grand-format printer to deliver a highly effective solution.

The process began last fall at the SGIA trade
show. Representatives from Graphic Systems
saw a hew magnetic-based substrate developed
by Xcel Products. Soon after, the print buyer
from Wilsons Leather toured Graphic Systems
and described its plans for new Wilsons concept
stores, to be decorated with several 8x10-foot
murals. The buyer said the murals, in addition

to being visually striking, needed to be easy to

change out on a quarterly basis.

Marty Kauls, Graphic Systems’ Vice President of
Marketing, says a quantity of magnetic backing
and magnetic-receptive media were ordered
from Xcel, and a fashion image was received
from Wilsons Leather. Tests were run in
January. The performance of the Rho 351R’s

precision media handling system and Quadro™

Array print head technology resulted in an image
that fully met Wilsons Leather’s needs. In less than an hour, a Graphic Systems team
mounted the magnetic backing to a wall and the image to the backing. That success led to an
“official” test at Wilsons Leather headquarters (also in Minneapolis), and later to

implementation in several stores.



“The magnetic media system from Xcel is an excellent product,” Kauls says. “Just as
important to the success of this project, however, was our Rho 351R, which accurately fed the
media through and printed on it flawlessly. It isn't an automatic thing to be able to print
effectively on magnetic sheets. But we’ve done work for Wilsons Leather before — and they
know they can expect creative solutions, professional execution and quality printing from our

team and from our equipment.”

Media handling was a
critical aspect of printing
the Wilsons Leather
images. The Rho 351R
comes equipped with
innovative brush-stretch
rollers and a tension
regulation device to
transport even the
thinnest fabrics precisely
and crease-free through
the printing process.

Printing also is enhanced

by the Rho 351R’s precise registration for accurate two-sided printing, dual media roll loading

positions and motorized roll take-up unit.

The printer’s ability
to lay down quality
images acceptable
to Wilsons Leather
onto the magnetic-
receptive media
opened the door to
the many
advantages the
substrate system
offers. For
example, the

printed media can

be rolled up, placed
in tubes and shipped more easily, safely and inexpensively than images printed on rigid

material. While initial installation of the backing requires some expertise and a strong



adhesive, the subsequent image change-outs can be handled by store employees — who
simply line up the edge of magnetic-receptive image to the backing and unroll it. If the image

is crooked, the employees simply roll it back up, reposition it and try again.

Steve Reudelsterz, an account executive at Graphic Systems, says Wilsons Leather originally
was considering images on pressure-sensitive vinyl, changed out by professional crews at

individual concept stores. “But we thought the magnetic system would be the perfect solution

for what they were trying to accomplish, and it’s worked out extremely well.”

Pricing and other information for the Durst Rho 351R, as well as for other Durst products and
services is available by contacting Durst U.S. by phone at 1-888-480-3588, or by e-mail at
info@durst.com.

About Graphic Systems

For over thirty years, Graphic Systems has been at the forefront of the printing industry.
Graphic Systems recently expanded their facility to help with business growth and the addition
of two new Durst Rho printers. Graphic Systems is a national provider of Large-format digital
printing, specializing in retail, event and speciality graphics. For more information, contact

Graphic Systems by phone at 612-721-6100, or visit: www.graphicsystems.com

About Durst

Durst Phototechnik AG is a leading manufacturer of digital imaging systems for graphic, pre-



press, signage, commercial/retail display, packaging, industrial and photographic applications.
Headquartered in Brixen, Italy, the company operates manufacturing facilities in Brixen and
Lienz, Austria; has major offices in the U.S., France, United Kingdom, Germany and Mexico;
and partners with exclusive agents in 120 countries. Durst’s reputation for quality, precision
and reliability spans more than 70 years. Durst Image Technology U.S., LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of the Durst Phototechnik Group, is the exclusive distributor and service provider
for all Durst professional digital imaging equipment in the United States and Canada. Durst’s
professional imaging products include the renowned Lambda laser imagers, Rho large-format
UV inkjet printers, Theta roll-to-cut print photo imagers, Sigma high-speed film scanners,

photo album creation systems, and other products.

CONTACT: For more information on Durst Image Technology U.S., LLC or any of Durst’s
products and services, contact Christopher Howard, Senior Vice President of Sales &
Marketing: phone 585-486-0340 ext. 5250, fax 585-486-0350, e-mail

choward@durstus.com. Or visit: www.durstus.com.




